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A network based recruiting system accepts and provides information across a wide-area network (WAN) such as the Internet (102). 
The system (100) matches job openings with candidate information and includes a job packet generator which creates a job opening data 
packet containing encoded information corresponding to a plurality of predefined categories for a job opening. A database stores a plurality 
of the job opening data packets. An applicant data packet generator responds to encoded information received over the Internet from an 
applicant and creates an applicant data packet, which contains encoded information corresponding to the plurality of predefined categories 
for the job opening. A data packet matcher (105) responds to receipt of the applicant data packet by comparing, in accordance with a 
predefined comparison protocol, the applicant data packet to the job opening data packets stored in the database. The data packet matcher 
stores results of the comparison to the database. Other databases (1 14) containing candidate information may also be queried. 
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